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Excitement abounds in anticipation of the 2009 Indiana State 
season. In head coach Trent Miles’ second year at the helm of 
the football program, the Sycamores have a solid nucleus of 
returning players that will mesh this fall with a talented group of 
newcomers. The result is aimed at restoring the proud Indiana 
State football program back to heights it reached years ago 
under former head coach Dennis Raetz.
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Improvements in the facilities at Memorial Stadium, including a new locker room as well as installation of a 
state-of-the-art Field Turf playing surface and renovations to the existing press box signal a strong devotion to 
the goal of bringing Sycamore football back to its perch atop the league that it enjoyed in seasons past.
 
Heading the charge is Miles, who came in last year and totally changed the mindset of the players on the roster 
and the Wabash Valley community. His enthusiasm and pride for the program sent interest in the program to 
heights not enjoyed in many years. Despite dropping a pair of close calls in 2008, the community is still proud of 
Sycamore football and is continuing to support the program through its rebirth.
 



Miles, a native of Terre Haute and a member of two of 
Indiana State’s most successful teams, is committed to 
making his mark on the Sycamore football program. 
Everything begins at the top and Miles has put 
together one of the most quality coaching staffs as 
well as rosters full of young talent that the program 
has ever seen.
 
A total of 21 true of redshirt freshmen donned the 
Sycamore uniform in a collegiate contest for the first 
time in 2008 and are back on the roster this fall. The 
experience gained last year as the Sycamore football 
squad went from a group that had little or no battle 
time under their belt to a team that fought for each 
other and nearly nicked the victory column during 
a hard fought battle in the season finale against 
Missouri State will do nothing but pay dividends for 
the Sycamores this season.

 Add in Miles’ second highly-touted recruiting class as 
well as a mix of notable transfers and the Sycamores 

are going to begin to gain notice in the nation’s 
top NCAA Division I FCS league, the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference. 
 
Shannon Jackson returns for his second season 
in charge of the Sycamore defensive troops. NFL 
veteran Troy Walters joins the Sycamore football 
program as the offensive coordinator. 
 
Working under Jackson this fall will be Luke Powell 
who will coach the defensive backs, Mike Denbrock 
as the linebackers coach as well as Jayden Everett 
who will work with the linebackers also and Raetz, 
who works in the defensive backfield.
 
Offensively, Walters will head up a group of coaches 
that includes David Poinsett, who is in charge of 
the offensive line, Jesse Minter, who works with 
the running backs and Morgan Turner with the 
quarterbacks.



Indiana State used a total of four different quarterbacks 
in 2008. The Sycamores put their fortunes in the 
hands of Ryan Roberts at the mid-point of the season. 
Roberts, who was named to the Missouri Valley 
Football Conference All-Newcomer Team, started his 
career on the defensive side of the ball and moved 
over to offense as the starting quarterback prior to 
the Western Illinois game. Now Roberts is no longer in 
the picture as a signal caller as the coaches made the 
decision that his talents would be best used as a wide 
receiver. 
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Joining Roberts at wide receiver will be the speedy 
Jeramie Gray, who at 12 pass receptions is the 
Sycamores’ leading returning wide receiver from last 
season. Gray represents the Sycamores’ lone returning 
receiving touchdown from last season.
 Also back is senior Bryant Kent who had 10 pass 
receptions for 98 yards last year. Koby Kraemer returns 
as well after catching four passes one season ago. Kyle 
Toney is back for his junior season as well.
 
“We have a solid nucleus of returning wide receivers 
within the offense,” Miles commented. “In addition to 
Ryan Roberts, Jeramie Gray has proven on the track 
that is one of fastest athletes in the league and Bryant 
Kent as well as Koby Kraemer have both been steady 
contributors for us.”
 
New to the fold this season is Larry Lacotti, who is 
transferring into the program from San Jose City 
College. He was able to get his feet wet by enrolling in 
time to participate in spring drills.
 

 
If this past spring practice is any 
indication, the coaches’ decision will 
be proven to be correct. Roberts made 
impressive catch after impressive catch 
during the second half of spring drills 
and despite having never caught a 
collegiate pass in an actual game, the 
sophomore Roberts will clearly be one 
of the top options in the Sycamore 
offense this fall.
 
“Ryan Roberts is an athlete,” Miles 
commented. “He could help us at a 
variety of positions. We feel that from 
this point moving forward he is going 
to be of the most value at wide receiver. 
He has solid hands and went up during 
the spring and made some tremendous 
catches for us. Ryan is one of the hardest 
workers we have and he is going to 
be a major contributor for us moving 
forward.”
 



Freshman Darien Donald was one of the most 
talented players in the state of Illinois last season and 
is going to be looked upon as an immediate factor in 
the rotation of wide outs for the Sycamores. Also in 
this year are Leonard Riston, Cory Phillips, Tanner Riley 
and Jeremy Turner.
 So who is going to be distributing the ball to 
this talented group this season? Coach Miles has 
indicated that this is going to be another fall of open 
competition for the six athletes that are vying for time 
at the position. 
 
The lone returning quarterback that saw action at 
the position last season and actually started last fall’s 
season opener is sophomore Matt Seliger. Seliger 
finished the year by completing 9-of-27 passes for 39 
yards.
 
Much of the preseason attention has been focused on 
Chris Stutzriem, who is transferring into the program 
this fall from Wyoming. The Lawton, Okla., native is 
a big-bodied signal caller who stands at 6-4 and a 
hulking 250 lbs. Stutzriem saw plenty of action under 

center for the Cowboys last season and led the team to 
a victory over Tennessee at Neyland Stadium.
 
Joining Seliger and Stutzriem will be redshirt freshman 
Travis Johnson who took all of the snaps this spring for 
the Sycamore offense after Roberts was moved to wide 
receiver and Seliger was limited with a broken hand. 
Also new to the fold this year will be Marcus Etnier, who 
was a standout quarterback for Bloomington South 
High School last season. 
 
Local product Matt King will also test the waters 
under center. King led Rockville to a pair of the most 
successful football seasons that they have experienced 
in the history of their program and also helped the Rox 
to prominence in basketball and baseball as well.
 
Finally, Ryan Leggett is transferring into the program 
from San Jose City College. Leggett was a college 
teammate of Lacotti. Leggett, a native of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla., enjoyed a stellar high school career and was a very 
productive player last season as well at San Jose.
 



“This is going to be a wide open competition from day one,” Miles said of his quarterbacks. “We have six very 
talented young men at our quarterback position and we are going to identify early in the spring those that are 
going to help our offense move forward immediately.”
 
Moving the offense forward should not be much of a problem for Indiana State as they return a solid contingent 
of tailbacks this season, led by junior Darrius Gates. Gates paced the team with 566 rushing yards and came 
out of the backfield to catch 18 passes for 131 yards. He reached the end zone three times last season on the 
ground. Gates saved his best for last by rushing for 237 yards in the season finale against Missouri State.
 
Also in the tailback rotation will be junior Antoine Brown, who amassed 253 yards of rushing last season and 
scored twice.

 
Another tailback to watch for the Sycamores will be sophomore Reece Craig, who received 20 carries last season.
 
Additionally, the Sycamores will once again have the services of sophomore fullback Brock Lough who rushed 
for 167 yards last season and caught eight passes for 88 yards. Joining Lough will be Tyler Williams, who is back 
for his sophomore season.
 
Newcomers to the backfield include Bryan Stefanik and Luke Harris.
 
“I really like the makeup of our offensive backfield,” Miles stated. “We have a variety of weapons to employ. We 
are always going to look to establish the running game first. We have a lot of very solid options right now in the 
backfield.”
 
Last season depth along the line presented limited options for the Sycamores. That continues to be a work in 
progress for Indiana State, but positive steps have been made towards shoring that up this fall.



 
The offensive line was dealt a blow in the spring when senior lineman Pat Burke suffered an injury that requires 
him to miss the entire season but will return for his senior campaign in 2010.
 
Returning and playing this season will be Evan Borchers, Corey Bichey, Josh Jellison, Jesse Wright, Mike Smith 
and Bill McGrath.
 
ISU lost its starting center last season when four-year starter Jack Byrne graduated. The coaching staff moved 
Ben Geffert, who had been hampered by injuries over his first two years in the program on the defensive side, 
to replace Byrne as the anchor of the offensive line. Geffert saw his first action as a collegian at center during the 
spring and has been very impressive.
 
Odeh Farah, a native of Ann Arbor, Mich., sat out his first season on campus as a redshirt and then was hurt in 
preseason drills last season. Farah is a very talented player that will be able to burst on the scene this fall as he 
has overcome his injury troubles.
 
Additionally, the Sycamores will gain the services of Justin Wood and Casey Paswater, who both sat out 2008 as 
redshirts.
 
Freshmen that are joining the offensive line include FN Lutz, Brad Hasdorff and Taylor Brothwell.
 

Finally, the Sycamores will continue to 
employ the use of a tight end in their 
offensive schemes. 
 
Sophomore Alex Jones caught four 
passes for 30 yards to serve as the leading 
returnee at that position. Also back this 
season is Kyle Butler, who sat out his first 
season on campus as a redshirt.
 
Newcomers that will see time at the tight 
end position is Luke Ecimovic, Michael 
Mardis, Garrick Dikos and Tyler Stafford.
 
“We are not where we want to be as far 
as numbers along our offensive line,” 
Miles said. “We have a good starting base, 
but we need to continue to identify and 
recruit lineman that we feel are going to 
help us be a solid offensive team. We have 
a lot of extremely talented individuals on 
the offensive side of the football and we 
are going to continue to work as hard as 
possible to get athletes in the right place 
to get better and better as we move the 
program ahead.”



Defensively, Indiana State returns nearly all of its 
players that made a positive impact last season.
 
The defensive line is anchored by senior Dan 
Millington who will play one of the defensive end 
positions for the Sycamores. Millington posted 26 
total tackles last season and was credited with four 
quarterback hurries.
 
Also the Sycamores will return to services of Nate 
Brown and Rod Hardy as well as Lawrence Young who 
all saw significant time on the field last season. Jordan 
Bright will see action this season after spending his 
first season on campus as a redshirt while Milton 
Redwine, Jr., will also be a factor along the Sycamore 
defensive front.
 
Newcomers to the defensive line will be Nick Williams, 
Jeff Clark, Ben Obaseki, Taylor Stafford as well as Aaron 
Edwards.
 
“Our defensive line, like the offensive line, is a work in 
progress,” Miles admitted. “We just need more depth 
in order to sustain ourselves throughout the course of 
an 11-game season. Our league is too tough and too 
demanding to expect just one group of talented and 
experienced players to carry the load. We have to have 
others step up and we have to continue to concentrate 
our efforts in recruiting linemen that will help us build 
the depth that is required to be successful.”
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The Sycamore linebackers will once again be in great 
shape led by the play of sophomore CJ Cook, who 
played in all 12 games last season and posted a total 
of 53 total tackles.
 
“CJ Cook has gotten himself into great shape 
and gained a lot of experience last season,” Miles 
commented. “He is one of our more talented players 
on the defensive side of the ball and is developing 
into a leader.”
 
A newcomer that caught the eyes of the coaches this 
spring is freshman Jacolby Washington who was one 
of the top high school players in the state of Florida 
but had to miss his senior year due to injury and has 
been impressive in drills so far for the Sycamores.
 
Redshirt freshman Aaron Archie will look to make 
an immediate impact for the Sycamores as well after 
suffering a season ending knee injury one week 
before last year’s season opener. In fall workouts last 
season he was one of the most impressive linebackers 
on the field for the Sycamores.



 Also back for Indiana State will be Marcus Lewis as 
well as freshman Austen Wosniak, who both saw 
time for the Sycamores during spring drills.
 
Alex Bettag is back for Indiana State after having a 
really strong spring and summer of offseason work 
and also has a full season of work under his belt. 
Back for Indiana State as well is Josh Jenkins, who 
has starred in a couple of scrimmages for Indiana 
State over the past two years, but had to sit out last 
season to concentrate on academics.
 
Also providing depth for Indiana State will be 
freshman Brandon Foster, who comes to the 
program from Gibson Southern HS.
 
“I am excited about our linebackers,” Miles 
commented. “We have some really good, young 
talent in this unit and I think we are going to make 
great strides in this area this season.”
 
In the secondary is senior Donye McCleskey, who is 
a candidate for postseason All-America honors and 
has enjoyed a stellar career for the Sycamores. His is 
coming off a junior season in which he was named 
the team’s co-Most Valuable Player and took home 

All-Missouri Valley Conference Honorable Mention 
honors. He tallied a total of 98 tackles, which was tied 
for ninth-best in the MVFC and ranked 73rd nationally.
 
“Donye McCleskey is one of the top players in 
the nation at his position without a doubt,” Miles 
commented. “He has a chance with a continued 
strong work ethic and a commitment to the game to 
be one of the most successful players to come out of 
this program and advance to the next level. We have 
leaned on him heavily during his career and this team 
needs Donye to have another strong season.”
 
Also back in the secondary are Missouri Valley Football 
Conference All-Newcomer Team selections Alex Sewall 
and Larry Carter. Sewall added All-MVFC Honorable 
Mention plaudits last year as well after recording 90 
total tackles, which was the 12th-most by a single 
player in the league. Known as a hard-hitter, Sewall 
also posted three forced fumbles which was in the 
conference’s Top 10 as well.
 
Carter garnered his All-Newcomer status after enjoying 
a freshman season that saw him record 34 total tackles, 
including 18 solos.
 



“We were an extremely young team last 
season and we are going to be that way 
again this fall,” Miles said. “Alex Sewall 
and Larry Carter both played beyond 
their experience for the greater portion 
of their freshman campaigns. Those two 
young men will provide a great base for 
us to build upon in the secondary, which 
is clearly the strongest unit we have on 
the defensive side of the ball.”
 
Also back in the defensive backfield 
will be Julian Easterly, who has shown a 
tremendous understanding of the game 
as well as senior Elliott Thomas who was 
slated to start at cornerback last season 
before a knee injury ended those plans 
and sent him back to Terre Haute for a 
fifth year of play.
 
Senior Jerry Calvert performed admirably 
last season as he saw late season playing 
time as the roster dwindled due to 
injuries. Calvert played well during the 
early portion of the season on special 
teams and took tremendous advantage 
of his opportunities late in the year by 
showing a high level of performance on 
the defensive side of the ball when he 
got his chance.
 
Back from injury this season as well is 
Mike Woods, who took a year off last 
season to nurse a knee injury. During 
the three prior seasons, Woods saw a ton 
of time on the field at the cornerback 
position and will be looked upon to 
contribute this season as well.
 
Newcomers to the secondary 
this season will be Andrew 
Blackmon, CJ Ullysse, Dillion 
Painter, and Larry King.
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The Indiana State special teams will be in capable hands this 
season without a doubt.
 

The Sycamores return Gabe Mullane who was 
a Missouri Valley Conference All-Academic 
Honorable Mention selection last season 
when he punted 82 times on the year for a 
total of 2,948 yards. He averaged 36.0 yards 
per kick and recorded a long punt of 66 yards. 
Mullane only had two touchbacks in 82 punts 
and forced 10 fair catches. He was able to pin 
the opposition inside their own 20-yard line a 
total of 17 times and recorded six punts of 50 
yards or more.
 
“Gabe is one of the most talented punters 
in the entire league,” Miles said. “Obviously 
we aren’t looking to punt a whole lot this 
year, but when the situation calls for that 
we are going to be in great hands. Gabe just 
continues to get better each day. He is an 
absolute pleasure to have in the program.”
 
The place kicking duties for Indiana State will 
be handled by sophomore Braulio Martinez 
who burst onto the scene last season and 
enjoyed a steady freshman campaign. 
Martinez was 4-of-7 on his field goal attempts 
and made a career-best 44-yard field goal 
against Illinois State. He made 12-of-12 PAT’s 
on the year, and was one of just three kickers 
in the MVFC to make all of his point after 
attempts last year.
 
“Braulio came on for us late in camp, but 
he had a real consistent season,” Miles said. 
“We are hoping that he continues to be 
just as effective again this season. Having a 
consistent kicker can be a huge weapon for 
an offense over the course of a season of close 
contests.”
 
ISU has a plethora of options at the return 
positions. ISU has a solid staple of talented 
and speedy athletes that will challenge each 
other to return kicks and punts this season. 
Koby Kraemer paced the team last season 
with a 21.6 yards per kick return average as 
well as a mark of 6.3 yards per punt return. 
 



Indiana State opens the season earlier than any other 
NCAA Division I team in 2009 when they host Quincy 
on August 27. The Sycamores will be looking to enter 
the win column for the first time since the 2006 cam-
paign, but it have to overcome what is expected to 
be a stiff challenge from one of the top teams in the 
area at the NCAA Division II ranks.
 
“Right now the Quincy game is the biggest game of 
the year for our team,” Miles said. “We have a short 
amount of practice time leading up to that first game 
and we have to get a lot accomplished during a com-
pact schedule of preseason practices.”
 
The season continues on September 5 when the 
Sycamores travel to face off against Big East foe 
Louisville. ISU is facing the Cardinals for the first time 
since the 1984 campaign when the Sycamores took 
a 44-21 victory over Louisville on their home turf. 
Since that contest 25 seasons ago, the Cardinals have 
developed into a team that has garnered national at-
tention and will prove to be ISU’s annual stiff contest 
against an NCAA FBS power.
 
The non-conference portion of the schedule con-
cludes on September 12 when ISU faces off against 
long time opponent Eastern Illinois. The Panthers 
have enjoyed another run of recent success in the 
Ohio Valley Conference and the Sycamores are look-
ing to notch their first victory over the Panthers since 
a thrilling 33-30 victory in Charleston, Ill., in 2004.
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The Missouri Valley Football Conference schedule is 
as tough as ever. ISU will make its first trip to South 
Dakota State on September 19 to open league play 
and return home to face off against Youngstown 
State on September 26.
 
Sandwiched around an open date are road trips to 
Northern Iowa (Oct. 3) and Illinois State (Oct. 17). 
The Sycamores return home to face Western Illinois 
on October 24 for the annual Homecoming contest 
and then host Southern Illinois on Halloween.
 
ISU’s final road trip of the season is to Missouri 
State, who took an overtime victory over the Syca-
mores in the season finale last season at Memorial 
Stadium. The regular season concludes on Novem-
ber 14 with a home contest against North Dakota 
State.
 
“I am extremely excited to get the season under 
way, but then again, I am always excited,” Miles 
concluded. “We are going to be a fun, young team 
to watch. This group works hard. Every scholarship 
player on the roster committed to staying here in 
Terre Haute this summer in order to work together, 
go to school together and get better together. I am 
looking forward to getting things geared up for 
year number two. We are going to work just as hard 
as we can to give the Wabash Valley a program that 
they can be proud of.”




